The  Crowd in  Peace and War

England needs is a prophet of learning, and surely now
is the time for him to appear: now when the great object
lesson of German efficiency looms so large within the
vision of us all. The same great light which manifests
the inestimable value to us of fine national character,
fashioned within our people by the successive ideals
laboured for and proclaimed by the generations that
have gone before, manifests also a lack among us of per-
sonal efficiency in those things which have to be learned
by study; so that, while we may indeed thank our fore-
fathers that they have not imposed upon us the over-
burdening weight of a vile ideal of mere brute force, we
ought likewise to perceive that ours is now the duty to
make good what is lacking, and to determine that in the
future we will labour to implant in our nation a new faith,
a new aspiration toward a larger learning, a fuller intel-
lectual life, and a wider diffusion of every sort of skill.
"There is nothing in any state so terrible," said Sir Walter
Raleigh, "as a powerful and authorised ignorance." Let
us see to it that at long last ignorance shall be nationally
realised to be among the greatest of national perils.
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